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Some of the most challenging questions asked by business researchers involve 
specialized industries.  An entrepreneur may want to know about regulations impacting 
pawn shop owners, while someone else is seeking your help to identify major trends in 
the wind turbine industry. Or perhaps a student is looking for the market size for pet 
products with a breakdown for food and treats.  An expensive market research report 
likely has that type of information, but for an answer that may not cost anything, try a 
trade association. 
 
What are trade associations and how do you find them? 
 
Trade associations are organizations with members that have a special interest in a 
particular industry or trade.  The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) classifies trade 
associations as  “business leagues” that are tax-exempt organizations under IRS Code 
Section 501(c)(3), and according to the 2018 IRS Data Book, there are over 62,000 in 





