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GLBTF Newsletter  (ISSN 1045-2893) is an official publica-
tion of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Task Force of  the Social 
Responsibilities Round Table of the American Library As-
sociation. It  appears quarterly in March, June, September 
and December. Subscriptions are $10 per year in the U.S.; 
$15 for other countries. Send change of address to the 
editorial address.

Subscription Address: Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Task Force, 
OLOS, American Library Association, 
50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611.

Letters to the editor, correspondance to the above ad-
dress care of:
 
GLBTF Newsletter Editor -
M. Callaghan "Cal"  Zunt 
or via email at:  cal.zunt@cpl.org

About GLBTF Newsletter 

FROM THE CO-CHAIRS
Michael Miller,  Male Co-Chair  

Shari Clifton,  Female Co-Chair

 As gentle Autumn turns our world to soothing shades of 
greens, oranges, and reds, I’m hard pressed to concentrate on the 
work that continues to demand our strict attention in the Task Force, 
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Meeting Schedule for the 
Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Task Force
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 As was noted in the GLBTF Newsletter, at press time the location of one key event is has not yet been finalized at press 
time:  the location of the Midwinter GLBTF Social. Once the location is finalized, the GLBTF will post an announcement on our 
website and on the two listservs serving GLBT librarians: Gay-Libn and Lezbrian. The site will also be noted on our website at:   

   http://calvin.usc.edu/~trimmer/ala_hp.html or 
   http://www.ala.org/alaorg/rtables/rtables home.html

 Additionally, a flyer indicating the location will be available at the Office of Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS) desk 
in the ALA office at the Convention Center. Our Social continues to be a highlight of the conference for GLBT librarians. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

ALA Travel Technology Group:   800-999-0925
AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
The Philadelphia International Airport is eight miles from downtown. The SEPTA Airport Rail Line R1, connects the center city with 
the airport and operates every half-hour. One-way fare: $5. 
Shuttle Service—Several shuttle bus services operate between the airport and downtown hotels. Generally, service is available on 
the hour and the half-hour. Call in advance for reservations.
SuperShuttle: 215-551-6600, approximately $8 per person, one-way. Operates 24 hours. 

Taxi Service—operates 24 hours at an approximate cost of $20 for up to four people. 

City Cab: 215-238-5000 
Quaker City Cab: 215-728-8000

ALA Conference Map of Philadelphia:
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Reviews are a regular feature of the GLBTF News-
letter. If you would like to 
be a reviewer or receive  reviewing guidelines, 
please contact: 

Barbara R. Stevens
GLBTF Book Review Editor

 Email:  stevenbr@uwec.edu
715-836-2522 or Fax 715-836-2902

LIFE OUTSIDE: THE SIGNORILE REPORT ON GAY MEN: SEX, DRUGS, 
MUSCLES, AND THE PASSAGE OF LIFE, by Michelangelo Signorile. 
HarperCollins, 1997 
 (ISBN 0-06018-761-1)

 Here is a work that is both timely and timeless; one which 
touches upon the most important issues confronting gay men today, 
yet may be completely alien to a vast majority of their brethren.

 Signorile, author of Queer  in America and Outing Yourself, 
has thoroughly researched and documented the contemporary “cult of 
masculinity” that has offered acceptance and refuge for a vast number 
of urban gay men. Although focusing primarily on urban gay male 
culture, there is a little something for everyone here.  History buffs will 
be interested in how post-Stonewall social networks which evolved 
into circuit parties.
 These events draw gay men from around the country (indeed 
around the world) to party together in a ritualistic manner.  Signorile 
explains how the “cult” is constantly reinforced through the pressures 
to conform. A combination of drugs (both steroids and recreational), 
pursuit of physical perfection, social climbing and making the scene are 
all factors in this reinforcement.  The content of his informal interviews 
is at times fascinating, depressing, unbelievable, and cynical.  The infor-
mation speaks for itself and is presented without undue editorializing 
and judgement.
 There is, however, an inspiring component to the work. The 
second part of the book deals with the real “life outside.” Non-urban, 
monogamous gay men are leading lives that can be held up as viable 
alternatives to the instant gratification and compulsive behavior de-
scribed in the first half of the book.
 Readers will be interested in, and no doubt take issue with, 
Signorile’s conclusions and suggestions for “deprogramming” from the 
“cult.”  His writing style is not always first-rate, and he can be repetitive 
from time to time.  Regardless, this work will surely be considered pivotal 
in launching countless discussions about what it means to be gay and 
male in America at the end of the century.
 Reviewed by Kenn Bicknell, Catalog Librarian, 
  Redwood City (Calif.) Public Library

 ***Urgent Message from Barb to current 
reviewers: The hard drive on her computer crashed. 
Please send your contact info to her  again. She has 
books to go out!!! Thanks.****

Book Reviews
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GLBTF Newsletter
M.C. Zunt, Editor
c/o ALA/SRRT/GLBTF
OLOS
50 East Huron St.
Chicago IL  60611

First Class U.S. Mail

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:

Please note that your payment of the $10 annual SRRT/
GLBTF membership fee does not include subscription 
to the GLBTF Newsletter. You must pay a separate $10 
subscription fee;  $15 for all other countries) to receive 
the GLBTF Newsletter. 

Send a check or money order and this form to American 
Library Association, SRRT/GLBTF, Office of Library Out-
reach Services, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611.  

The GLBTF Newsletter Committee maintains the sub-
scriber address list. It is confidential and not release to   
ALA. Subscription questions should be forwarded to 
the newsletter editor. 

Please enter/renew my subscription. 

Enclosed is a check for $15, payable to 
ALA/SRRT/GLBTF for a one-year subscription.

Name

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________________

State ________________   Zip_____________

Email ________________________________________

VOLUNTEEERS  Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please call/email me at:                       

Attention GLBTF Members!
Is your GLBTF Newsletter Subscription Current?


