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From the Chair
Barbara MillerPublishers: GODORT’s Unsung Heroes

At the 2012 ALA Annual Conference 
in Anaheim some of us GODORT o�-
cers were treated to dinner by Proquest.
We had a wonderful time and met 

several interesting Proquest reps I had not known previously. 
Wine �owed, conversation was great, and at our end of the 
table we had a great talk about opera, among other things. It 
was really nice to meet on a social basis with our colleagues in 
the publishing profession. �ere was a rather large group for 
dinner and we appreciate that this was a very generous gesture 
on the part of Proquest. Nevertheless, when I wrote my last 
post, discussing all the positives GODORT had going for us 
on our 40th birthday, I glossed over one of our greatest assets, 
the publishers who work with GODORT. Now, you might 
think that government information librarians would not be 
concerned with private (read costly) publishing, since we have 
the Government Printing O�ce, the Depository Program, 
and the various government agencies to serve us with no-fee 
paper and open access electronic materials. In addition, many 
publishers (none of those mentioned here, of course) are often 
thought of as on the “other side” of the open access argument, 
charging high fees for journals, and so on. However, it has long 
been known that a core group of private publishers supply us 
with many publications essential to our work with government 
information. In addition, this group has long had an important 
symbiotic relationship with GODORT, as we work to keep 
our Roundtable moving forward and they work to produce 
relevant publications that make our jobs easier.

For their part, these publishers seek our business and 
spend long hours visiting with documents librarians to see 
what we need and how we need it, to try to publish mate-
rials that �ll in the gaps in our government information 
needs, and of course to sell us these publications. �ey are 
very responsive to our requests and work hard to make sure 
their publications are relevant. �ey also know that we are 
the ones who evaluate their products, recommend them to 
other librarians, and who often review their products for 
various journals. �ey often ask us to serve as consultants 
in the creation of new products. Occasionally they come 
to the rescue when one of our former resources disappears. 
Witness the recent cooperative project by Proquest and 
Bernan to publish the Statistical Abstract when Congress shut 
down the Census Bureau’s production division. �ey even 

o�ered to work with us on ideas to o�er the paper version 
at a discount to small impoverished libraries. �ank you! 

But in turn, these publishers help GODORT both 
�nancially and in other ways. �is summer, for example, 
our preconference committee was delighted to �nd out that 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) o�ered to fund the food for the GODORT summer 
2013 preconference in Chicago, at which they are speaking. 
Because of this generous o�er, GODORT is able to charge 
less for the conference, which will allow more people to attend 
who might not otherwise be able to a�ord it. And there will 
be a greater return for GODORT from the preconference— 
money that can be put to good use to fund our organization’s 
projects. Truly a help bringing documents to the people! 

As a Roundtable, a somewhat smaller unit of ALA, 
GODORT often has to operate on somewhat of a �nan-
cial shoestring. Corporate sponsorship of GODORT events 
has helped us for a long time. Several years ago, when I 
chaired the conference committee, I was delighted to �nd 
out that no less than six publishers donated toward our 
awards reception, which again made our life easier and 
allowed us to avoid digging into GODORT’s co�ers to 
honor our award winners. I remember GODORT �nished 
�nancially in the black that year because we did not have 
to spend so much for our awards reception. �ese spon-
sors have continued to help us to the present day. �ank 
you to Readex/Newsbank, Proquest, Bernan, Marcive, 
Paratext, and Renouf for being so generous to us.

And on the subject of awards, let us once again thank 
Readex/Newsbank (Catharine J. Reynolds Research Grant) and 
Proquest (the Documents to the People award) for sponsoring 
an annual award each, plus a cosponsored award (Margaret 
Lane Virginia Saunders Memorial Research Award) to provide 
monetary assistance to help further research our innovative 
projects and to make docs librarians feel their creative e�orts 
are worth it! GODORT just has to select the winners (which 
I know is a big job, too!). Proquest sponsors a breakfast at 
ALA Annual to honor their awardees, and adds in an inter-
esting speaker, which has been a highlight of ALA Annual 
Conference for GODORT people for years! Readex also 
sponsors a breakfast, giving us a chance to hear an interesting 
speaker and to visit over great food at the same time. With a 
busy GODORT schedule at ALA, often these two events are 




