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COORDINATOR'S ME[4O

Fbon: John Hostage

This year marks t-he twerrtieth
annrversary of the fourdirE of SRRT,
about which you cdn read more i.n this
issue. We also plan to mark the
occasion at the SRRT nembership meeting
dur-irg the Arurual Conference rn Dallas.
The meetirE will be held S\rrday night at
B:00 p.m.

After twenty yedr's, SRRT is stil]
evolvirgi ard girowirE. The concerns of
SRRT refiect the charErrq times tf'rd4h
the work of its Lask forces. Sme
nonths before the recent oiI spi11,
EI izatreth Morrissett, who l ives in
Alaska, carDe to Action Cor-ncrl with a
proposal to start a task force on
enviroruuental concerrls . Stre wi 1 I be
having organizirg neetirqts in Dal Ias ard
eagrerly seeks new members. SRRT task
forces are given permanent status after
a trial period to show nember comrnitnent
to the task force.

la.st srmmer's debate on in-
tellectual freedom between Noel Peattie
ai'vd John Swan has ied to a book titied
The Fl^eedon to Lie: a Debate About
DpnqEr+.cy, publ ished by McFariard.

My term on Action Cor-urci I ard as
coordinator erds after this conference.
I want to thark aII those nho have
helped ard supported me over the past
couple of years.

RECOT',IMENDED READINTi FI]R SRRTrs :

"Social Resporrsibi i ity ard ,

brariarrshrp-rr A Dileruna of FTofes-
sionaiism," by Debra Stevens. C-qned,t_On
Ltbreti4 .Journal. v. 46 (Feb, f9B9). pp.
17-22.

20 YFARS
PMSPECTIVE

by David W.

NE!.ICJ{F,IEN'S

Now that SRRT has been arourxl for
two decades, it may be dtffrct-tlt- for new
Al,A nenbers to rmaglne the circumstarrces
aror-urd which the first petition to form
a social responsibiIities gr(rrp withirr
AI.A was crrculated in 1968. A t-horough
examination of the SRRT Archives held at
the Universrl:y of I i l inois reveals a
tu truIent period wi-iich had seen Lhe
recent assassinations of key political
ard social leaders, forceful anti-war
demonsLrations, ard raLte riots arou-xl
the country, providirE fertile gaourd
for such an orqanization to grow. The
grpup of arorrd I25 who attended the
first off icial organizational meetirE of
the newly approved rourd table ln
January of L969 set the grrourdwork for
the creation of an orqanization of
Iibrariars which would provide a forum
for the drscussion of the
responsibi I ities of I ibrariarrs in
relation to the important probiems of
social chargre whrch face irrstitutions
ard libraries; provide for the excharqte
of information drnorg al I Al,A's units
about I ibrary activities with l-tte goal
of increasirgt urderstarrdi.rq of ctrrenl
socral problens; and act as a stimulus
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to the Association and rts varioi:s unrts
in makirq lrbrarres more responsive to
cr-rl^I^ent social needs-abJectives which
remarn uncharEed after- t-wenty years.

Fl^om rts rncept-ron SRRT has been
an lssue- and action--or-rented group:
the f i rst  of f ic iai  comlounicat ion of the
Rr-.,urd Table on Srcial Flesponsibi ] rties
of Librarres was d Inemo from the chair
of the Org:arrizati on Committee. Bi I I
DeJohn, entitled "Ready for AcLtonl "

Many of the social issues faced by SRRT
member^s over l-wenty years have charqed.
as illustrated by the fact that none of
the orig;inal 1-969 Task Forces are in
existence wrthtn SRRT torlaY. The
organization of SRRT was a radical
depar'tr-u e fr.-im the typical Ai-A
commi.ttees or rourd l-able::, stresgrt4
volr-rrtar^y inltiative arrd act ion, nQn-
hierarchical stmcture ancl democratic

Procedures. Tl-ror1g'[ oft-en at-tacked for
i1,s loose structure, it is this
looseness which has giverr SRRT the
f lexibi l i ty to adapt,  charEe and act in
a timely nar)ner to constantly charqirg
sociai  cordi trons.

Fourded rn part to be the
corrscience of AI-A. SRRT has nanagled to
work thrr-r.iugh ALA to provide this impact.
lihether proposirg organizational charges
to ALA, providtrE corrstr-uctive criticisn
to AI.A leaders ard publications, or
petrtionrrE for charges in conference
locations based orr social ly responsible
notives. the SRRT Action Council ard
Task Forces have been a necessary
watchdog for an organization which has
grown to over 47,OOO nembers. (SRRT's
cr-urent membershrip stards at almost
1000).  SRm has also imPacted AI3's
orgtanization in that several of the
former SRRT Task Forces have become
committees ard rourd tables on their
oHn, inciudirg the Goverrunent Docunents
Rourd Table, Intellectual FYeedon Rourd
Table. Comnittee on the Status of Women
in Librarianship, ani the ELhnic
Materials ard Information E<charEe Rotrd
Table. By providrrg an election fonrm
ard erdorsirq (or choosing not to
erdorse ) card.idates for Al^4. of f ices,
SRRT has attenpted to make AI-A }eaders
nore resporrsive to the social
responsibi l i t ies of l  ibrar ies.

Another iaportant goal of SRRT was
to provide for the excharqre of informa-

SRRT Newsiet ter

tron about social responsibilities. The
SRRT Cle:arirghouse (absorbed into the
'Actron Counci I in L9BZ) wd.s original ly
(rrganized urvler tire coordination of Joan
Mar-sha I I to provrde mar I rng l ists of
concerned irdrviduals, copies of bibl i-
r4raphies, proiect reports, newsletters,
rneetirE reports, arrd as a forum for 1n-
formation excharEe srmilar to earli"er
attenrpts such as the newsletter Fourth
John. The cr-u-t'ent SRRI N"ei{e-Ie!L-e}:, a}so
celebratirrg its twentieth anniversary,
has seen dramati.c changies over- its
lifespan r-rrfer vat'iorLs editors, hrt has
corrsistentiy reported on SRRT conference
activit ies, Action Council ,  Task Forces,
aff i . irates (State, national, ard inter-
natronal ) , ard, provided gieneral news ard
informatron of concern to the socral ly
resporrsible. It has been expanded over
the years to include letters, editori-
als, petit iorrs, bcrlk revlews, ard more.

In an articie markirg SRRT's tenth
arrniver sary in 1979 , Herbert Biblo
stated that SRRT "has shown the vitalrty
necessary to sr-urrive beyord J.ts origrnal
need." The vitai i ty of Lhe activist na-
ture ard tradition of SRRT has been
shown in the past in Such varied ways as
monetary contritutions to the ArEtela
Davis Deferrse F\-rd (I97L), filirE an am-
icus cur'rae brief 1n d cdse concerr)lrg
the civi I rights of prisoners (1,972) , or
serdrrrg: a telegran to then Plr^esident
Thieu of South V-rct-nam protestirq the
suppression of free expression (1-975).
Althor-rgrh the issues facirE SRRT have
chargert over twenty years, the futue of
the organrzation ard. the need for actron
remairrs intact. The remarks of Eleanor
Cardrff, referrirg to SRRT nenbers in
I97L, remains true today: "They are not
nad Don O:ixotes tr l t irg at wirdnil ls;
they are St. Georgies siayirE drag'ons
that have been subjugatirg our society
and orrr profession into an attitude of
' Iet  Georg,e do i t ' . "  In th is,  the twerr
tieth anniversary year of SRRT, I an
proud to becone one of the 2 percent of
Al^A members who wiII tackle the social
resporrsibility issues of the next twenty
years.

(I would like to give special tharks
the staff of the University Archives,
of T I I inois at Urbana-{hanpaigrn. t
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JRRT-TWENTY YEARS I-ATER

by E.J. Josey. Professor
School of Library and Informatron
Science
i In i r ;cr<i f  w oF Prt  l -q l^nrrrrh

"To provide a fr-,n-m for the i11=-
cn-:sion of the responsllli I itres csf l1-
branes rn relation to the rmportant
nrn}.r lamq nf  qnci-  1,-h1h^^ . ,1- i  

^ l1 
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r:t-tttLtic-rrr"s and l ibrarrarrs ; tir protrrde
f or- excharEe of rnf ormat rr>n arflong al i
units about iibrary activitles wr.th the
goal of increasrng rrrd"ersLandrrx3i of crrr-
rent social problems; to act. as a stimu-
Ius to the Assocration and its varrous
writs in makirg libraries more respon-
sive to cr-rrrent social needs; to present
prcgrans, a]'range exhrbrts, arrd carry
orrt  other anrrronrlate act iv i t ies. "

When one read the foregotrgT goal
or objecllve for the Social Responsibii-
rties Rourd Table, in 1-989, these words
do not sourd revolutronary at aIL If
you were a recent grraduate fron a typi-
cai Ali\ accredited I ibrary program arrd
yolr were unaware of Anerican I ibrary
hrstory, you wcmld beli.eve that thrs is
a tlpj.cal urrit of At^A whose ni.ssron is
to be concerned about the socral respon-
sibr I ities of l rbrariarrs and I ibraries
as irrstitutions. Ttrere were many metn-
bers of ALA ard the pr^ofession who felt
that Iibrarians should be neutral ard.
not concerrrerl about- social lssues. How
could l ibr^arr;rrs renarn neutral in the
Iate 1960s, when aII arourd thero they
I ived in the midst of  a civ i l  r ight
stnrggle, the war in Vietnan, the poi ice
riot at the Denocratic national conven-
t ion in 1968. the i .ncredible tr ia l  of
ArEeIa Davis ard the nurder of Malcoln X
ard Martin l-,uther KirE, arxl the begin-
nings of the War on Poverty. Whiie all
of these activities were part of the
harsh reali.ties of the tine, neverthe-
Iess the Arnerican Library Association
was continuirrg to corrduct h;siness as
u.sual ard was oblivior-ts to the crutside
worId.

There seened to have been an en-
trenched Al,A leadership that was inper-
vious to dny chdrge within society as
weli ds charg,e within the orqanization.
There were d few of us in ALA who felt
that our part ic ipat ion in the civ i l

rights novement, the women's rights
nrovement. the wdr agairr.st Vietnan, and
other social advocacy efforts shouid
fird a hone ln our professional organi-
zation, the Arnerrcan Lrbrary Assocra-
t  ion.

At the l-968 Annual Conf erence
which took place in Karrsas City. there
was a cal} fc-tr a neetrng to rliscr.rss a
formation of a unrt which would become
the Sociai Responsrbi l i t ies Rourd Table.
Tll^crthv F*+r-r] r:'r of the Dr-.:xei IJniversr tv
Lrbrary Schooi ard Kennet-h D:chac. who
at that trme was with the Maryland State
Department- r-;f Education. Patricra Giass
Sr:hrrman Arrr'1r,, ArmitarrE, arr] qeverai oth-
ers helped to develop t-he phriosophicai
ralronale ard basis for sr-rch a unit in
the Association. rfut of that meetirq
cdrne a small steerrrE committee meetrrE
that was to be held in Phi ladelphia the
followirE September. Dorothy Berxlix
served as hmt for the Phiiadelphia
meetirE, arrl. several of us came from aII
parts of the cormtry to work on pians
ard ob:ectives to nake the orqanization
peruanent. It was soon decided that we
shot-rid have a ma-jor prcxJTam at the ne>Cc
annual conference, which !^ras to take
place rn 1969 at Atlantic City. We
reached the consensus that one of the
probiems that we lrbrariarrs ard library
activrsts saw in American society was
that libraries, by and large, had failed
the Arnerican people. With this thought
rn nird the thene for the Atlantic City
confererrce ernerg'ed as "Tt)e Fai lure of
Libran^ies. " 'flrrs progir-arn was one of the
most exciting prograrns that I had ever
atterded in ALA at that particuiar trrne.
}lhi Ie there were thme of us in ALA who
were concerned about our becornirE empow-
ered wrthln our association, at the same
time, there were library school students
wfro also were activists and genuinely
concerned about the nalaise in iibrary
education. Followirg the meetirg of the
Corgress for Charqe in Washirqton, D.C.
in 'L969, the I ibrary school students
converged upon the Af"A conference on
June 25, L969. Some of the student
leaders included Janes C. Welbourne of
the University of Marylard, El len Gay
Detlefsen, d recent graduate of Colunbia
Universrty, ard Thomas Bonn, Syracuse
University, who prepared statenents that
were read at the conference. There was
even fermentation in the Iarsest divi-
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sion of AlA. for ACRL members were de-
mardirE that the ALA' Courrcll recognize
facrrity status for acadenic iibrarians'
Truly, these were considered by the es-
tabl ishunent to be revolutionary t:'mes
within tl-re Arnerican Lrbrary Associatlon.

It was not drfficult for those of
urs who carne tog:ether to forge the devei-
opment of Lhe SociaI Resporsiil I ities
Ror-ird Table, for we had been worklrE on
many social fronts within Amerrcan Socr-
ety. There were those iike nyself who
had been deeplv rnvolved in the crvi l
rrghts moverneirt; Kay N. Cassell, who hact
been rnvolved rn the attempt to empower
academic librarians with acadeuric sta-
tns; Mary lee B-rdy, who wds concerned
about nakirE iibrary educatron soci.ally
relevant, and ft^ic Moon, who paved the
way in pr.;blishrng by writirE hdrd-hit-
tirg editoriais, which pricked the corF
science of the profession. There were
many others who wanted to see charEe noL
only wrthin American society h-it within
their  professional associat ion d.s wel l .
The formation of the Social Responsibii-
itj.es Round Table provided me personally
wrth a renewal of ny flaggirE spirit,
for rt finally seeroed as though there
lrere other peopie iike nyself genuinely
concerned about charEirg the face of
American Iibrarianship ard nakirE our
professionai organization c,1ral Iy con-
cerned about li.brarians ard the people
wfro use I ibraries as wel I as l rbrarres
as institutions that it had historrcaliy
chanproned.

As I revrew SRRT from a twentY
year perspective, I aio convinced that
the formatron of SRRT made ALA more rel-
evant. 0.lr victories did not come easy!
When ffiRT voted to provide $300 for the
deferrse of Argreia Davis, we had to nake
a special appeal to the AI-A. b<ecutive
Boar'd to grrant us pennission to use the
noney for this purpose. Patricia Glass
Schuman ard. Jeanne ftgiish appeared be-
fore the E<ecutive Board ard made an im-
passioned plea for approval that was
granted. We were not to be denred, for
we felt that our cause was right arrd
just .

It v*as not easy, for at the 1'970
Annual Conference in Detroit, I pre-
sented an anti-Vietnam war resolution
that was rowdiy defeated by those corr-
servatives in the Association who said
that the war vras not a librarY lssue, in
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sprte of the fact that money was beirq
spent to destroy people. Money was beirE
squand,ered-taken away from l ibraries
that could have been used to eradicate
the plrght of the poor In our country.
After the defeat of the resolutron, I
led a delegati.on of nore than 300 Al^A
nenbers orrt of the Cobalt Corverrtion
HaI i to protest the lack of posrtrve ac-
Li.orr on the Anti-Vietnam F'.esolution. I
mrght be the only past prestdent of the
Associat,lon who led a delegatron ,:ut of
an AI-A conventron haiI.

O,rer the years SRRT has been the
consclence of the Association as well as
of Lhe profession. Those of t-ts who were
socral advocates arrd activists felt that
there needed to be a flexibie unit
within the AI-A structr.t e that woul.d be a
fon-.rm ds weI I as a place for action.
Over the yedrs I an convrnced that SRRT
has lrved up to i ts goals ard mrssron.
I also believe that SRRT has kept the
Amerrcan Lrbrary Association honest.

Ml.rian I. Crawford also wrote a gcrcd es-
sdy on SRRT's past twenty years. wtth
her reflectlons on its future. The ar-
t icie, entit ied "Socral Responsrbi l i t ies
After Twenty Years, " was prublished 1n
the June 19BB rssue of the ffiRI Np-Wp-ie--l:
ter .

SRHI': A NE'!{ AGH{DA (OR: BACK TO CXJR
ROOTS?)

This ls an action plan to discuss
in Dalias, its purpose being to rncrease
SRRT's membership ard influence:
L. h"ard the SRRT Ner"'=l *tter, in-
ciudirE Inore Task Force and conference
progran reports, revrews, Action Council
news ard documents, short issue-essays,
arrl  edrtorials.
2. Pnoduce a new brochure, containrng:
a brief history, aims, activi.ty-check-
Iist, Task Force contact data, mernber-
ship appl j"catiorrs, arxl selected biblrogl-
raphy on SRRT ard Iibrary activisn'
3. Joi.n national coalitionis ard- en-
dor:se boycotts, canpaigns, ard iegisia-
t ion ds ALA SRRT (e.9. ,  Shel1,  GE,
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Nestie-Anerican Horne Products, grape ard
twra boycotts, National Coalition for
the Homeless-sporrsored biiis, Athletes
for Equaiity campaign), announcing such
acts wj.th press releases, etc . to I i-
brarlr and other relevant nedia,/grroups.
4. Lobby ALA, AU\ units, and other
library organizati.ons and agencies on
such issues as minority recmitnoent, ed-
ucation, and prornotion, access to alter'-
native nredia ard viewpoints, catalogrirE
reforn, services to poor and homeless
peopie, ard VDT [video display termj.rra]l
hazards and guidelines.

If you are unabie to attend the
Dal las conference, serrd comnents ard
suggestions direr-:tly to erther of us or
to any Action Council menber.
-Sanford Bernan

Hennepin County Library
L26OL Ridgredaie Drive
Minnetorka. MN 55343

-EI l iott Sfrore
Historlcal Studies - SociaI
Science Library
Irstitute for Advanced Study
kinceton, I.U 08540

SRRT'S CIJRREI.IT MEIBffiSHIP STATUS

As of September 1988, membership
in the Anerican Lilrrary Association nurrF
bered 47,249-a 4.7 percent increase
over the previor-rs year's membership.
Wrthin ALA, the unit showiry the largest
nembership increase was the Ethni.c Mate-
rials ard Infornation E<charge Rourd
Tabie (11 percent). The unit with the
Iargest nenbership decline was the Ju-
nior Menbers Rourd Table (-8.8 F€r-
cent). SRRT denorstrated a solid 5.9
percent increase in nembership, with 895
persornl menbers ard 95 orqanizational
nembers.
(source: Patrici.a Scarry, AI-.4)

BL"ACI( SIUDIES PROGR]\M IN DALI.^AS

The topic for the Black Strdies
Dlscr.ssion Fogira.n at ALA in Dailas wiII
be "How Rrbiishinq Affects Blacks."
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PEACE INFORMATION EXCFIAI.IGE TASK FORCE

The PIE Task Force is pleased to
amounce that the new president of
Physrcians for Socla1 ResponsibiI i ty,
Wes WaIIace, wiII  speak at the PIE pro-
rnam in lnl las His address is entit ied
"Redef rnirrq Nati.onal Secr-rity-It's More
Than Weapons." The program is scheduled
for Sunday from 8:00-1,0:00 p.m.

PIE stiII needs voiunteers to
statf its tabie in the Ed-iibrt Hal L
Contact Stephen Stil lwe1 1, Kennedy
Schc'rl of Governnent. Cerrtei- for Science
ard International Affarrs. 79 John F.
Kennedy St., Canbridg,e, I*,1A 02138

CI]BA TCXJRS FOR LIBRARIANS: A REPORT FROI,I
TCXJR LEADM SETH GODFREY

The recent toru of Cuba attracted
14 Iibrarians fron 10 states. The
Olbarrs were very organized and receptrve
to the idea of havirg North Anerican ii-
brariarrs ineeting their Cuban counter-
parts. In addition to the library vis-
its we had t.ine for^ the beach, crty
sightseeirg, d visit to a run factory
ard sugar niII, ard a neetirE with the
Comnittee for the Defense of the Revolu-
tion. Of course, no trip would be com-
plete without an evenirE at the Tropi-
cana.

F\lture I ibrary tours to Cuba have
been arrangred, varyirE in ierrgth, price,
ard itinerarf:
*Nov.2FDec. 3,  1989: Havana, IsIe of
Youth, Santiago de Cuba. $975
*Jan. 4-L9, 1990: Havana, Cienfuegos,
Trinidad, Carnagruey, Santiago de fuba.
$1,075
*March B-LB, L990: Havana, Santiaglo de
C\rba, Guantanamo. $945

kice includes: hotel acco-
modations (double occupancy) ; two lneals
a day; ftrgtish--speakirq guide; roundtrip
arrfare fron l'liani; ai I air ard grrourd
travel in C\.dra; airport taxes.

For lnore infornation, cal I
(203)786-5547 (day) or (203)7764108
(evenirg) , or write:
Seth Godfrey
L0 Glen Road
New Haven. CT 06511
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GAY AND LffiBIAN TASK FORCE REPORT

Annual Prqq]"ep- News;

''Our- Best--l(ept SecreL: CreatrrE,
CollectirE ard Preserrring Gay and
Lesbian Materials"
-June 26, 1-989 2:00-5:30 p.n.

Sheraton DaIIas Hote}, Austin ard
Houston Roours

Help is st i I I  needed. Contact: Leon
Bey, L362 Harvard Blvd., DayLon, OH
45406

Gayll,e,Sb i an _ Bead A l -o"Ud
GLTF will sporeor a two-hour

progran of readirqs durirE this year's
Annual Conference. Persons interested
nay read fron their own wc:rk, or from
works '"rritten by someone else. The
Iocal:ic-in of this event is the Stouffer
Hotel, Grard BaIlroon B. Anyone
interested in readirE should contacl
Joseph Eagan, P.O. Box 22810, Baltimore,
l,{D 21203.
foI Iowirg:

Please include the

*your name, address, telephone nurnber
*where you wiII be stayirq in Dallas,
plr-rs phone numhrer
*what yoLr would Iike to read, ard the
Ierqth of the readirg in rninutes.
ReadirEs should be arourd 15 rninutes
maximum. If there is time left over,
additional readirgs may take place. We
hope to nake this an arnual event,
deperdirg on the response. As always,
GLTF events are open to anyone
interested.

Gsyllps"-b-i-en Bae-k Aiqerd

Gayllesbian Book Award Comrnittee Chair
Adan Schiff has anrrounced the
conrnittee's choices for the 1989 award.
There are two winners: fh.e ftr-f$n-*ing P_Ag__l
Ljb-renr by AIan Hoilirghurst (Rardon
House) ard A-f_Lef De]_p,feg by Sarah
Schulnan (Drtton) . As of this writirE,
l"lr. Hollirghurst is not able to atterd.
We are awaitirg a response from Ms.
Schulman ard.,/or Drtton representatives.
Tl-re awards wi I1 be presented at the
Annual Progran at 2:00 p.m. on June 26.

-Roland Hansen
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BOOK REVIEW

Ffut'zman, Prisci i Ia, eL aL ]}lE
ffiIH.IDLY CLASSROCI4 FOR A 51,[ALL PI-ANET:
CI.IITDREN'S CREATIVE RESPONSE TO CONFLICT
PRffiRAM. New Socretv F-tblishers. 1-988.
131 pp.
$9.95.

ISBN 0-86571-L29-L pH<.
R-rbl isher's address t 4527

Sprirgfield Ave., Philadelphia, PA
I9143.

The Children's Creative Response to Con-
flrct kogram "seeks to deal with the
roots of conflicts ard not merely the
synptoms." Workirrg with irrner-city New
York City schools since 1.972, their work
has been recognized ard used in nation-
wi.de school prograrLs. This volr.rme is
the first trade edition aithough there
have been five previous editions ard.
tweive prinlirrgs. The authors have
taken the concept of creative conflict
resolution and incorporated it into the
daiiy actrvit ies of the classroom. The
skilis that need to be tatqht ard
Iear^rred are self--esteen, cooperat ion,
communication, creative problem-solvirg,
ard conflict resolution. This book is
highly recommended. Makirg the process
of conflict resolution fun wi.ll teach
ard encouragie kids to r.Ee these ski I Is
in their dai ly l ives, as well as in the
future.
-Sue Kopp

NEll LC SllBlECT HEADII.GS OF INTEREST

Feninist psychology
Gay acconodations
Martin hlther Kirq Day
Nonsexist largr-nge
Social work with the homeless

Revised headirqs:
old: Cocktail waitresses
new: Cocktail servers
old: Hotel maids
new: Hotei cleaning personnel
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GLIIDEI.INB] FI-IF] LIBRARIANS INTERACTII.G
WITH SCXJTH MRICA

The Afr-ican Studies Assocratron
fu^chives-Lrbraries Corrnittee has devel-
oped giuidelines for librariarrs in keey
lrE with the internati.onal boycott of
South Africa which has been nodified to
support the S:uth African democratic
novenent while st i i l  isolatirq the
apartheid regime . The g:urde} ines wi i I
be presented at ALA in Dallas as part of
the SRRT International Hr-rman Rigihts Task
Force panel on Surrlay, June 25,

In additron to general principles
ard recomnerdatiorrs regarding the role
of Iibrarians tn relation to South
Africa, (for example, "Librari.arrs are
encouraged to be of serwi.ce t.o the South
Afr-rcan mass denocratrc move-nent in the
context of their professional work"),
the guidelines address recommerdations
for collection developrnent, reference
service ard outreach, recommerxlatiorrs
regardirg professional trravel to South
Africa, ard reconmerdations for action.
The gnridelines encourage libranans to
collect a balanced rdrgie of materials,
includirg those counter to the pro-
apartheid materials of ten dj.striblted
free of charge by the S.A. governnent.
Librarians are also encouraqed to ques-
tion professional travel situations-
whether pro-apdrtheid or antr-apartheid
causes would be served by the travel.

For more information, contact
Corinne Nyquist, Sojourner Truth
Library, S.JNY Coi lege at I'lew Paltz, New
Paltz, NY 1-256L (914)257-2L39.

LIERARIA},TS, RESPONSE TO CE.ISORShIIP OF
EqLeni"p Ver:s_es: EASY viAY OUT?

In response to an item in Library
Hotline reportirE a demonstration by ii-
brarians against bookstore decisions to
remove $gtgrji.-c Ve_fHeg fron their
shelves, Sanford Berman subnitted the
fol lowirg to the editor of LH:

Surre, yanking Satanic Verses was
an act of censorship. Brt chain book-
stores practice a far more pervasive and

insidious kird of censorship every day:
the exclusion of unorthodox, snall'
press, drd aiternat,ive pubiications.
For exarnple, how many Waldenbooks or
Dalton stores carry anyLhirg published:
by women's, feninist, or lesbian presses
such as Naiad, Shaneless Hussy, Seal,
Firebrand, or Cleis? How many stock ti-
tles issued h,y radical ard labor plrb-
Iishei-s such as Chrarles H. Kerr, Black
Rose, Monthly Review, South End, and New
Society? How many offer vrorks fron gay,
ethnic, ard. sex-posi.trve houses such as
Afr:.ca World, Shdkti, Gay Sunshine, Red
Sea, Arte Rtblrco, and Down There?

DenonstratirE at Waldenbcxrks abor-rt
Rushdie is too easy. Ard it delivers
the v{rorg messdge, inplyi.rE that except
for this one delinguency the chains are
apostles of free speech ard intel lectual
freedom. They're not. Only irxleperrdent
an1 alternative bookshops are LmIy com:-
mitted to diversity ard freedon of the
press . So irrstead of sel f-irdulgently
picketirg Waldenbooks, the time would be
better spent by pa.tronizirg ard support-
irg the nany alternative bookstores who
not only can't cornpete financially with
the well-heeled giant chains, blt also
often get vardalrzed arrd thueatened by
rightist goorn ard bigots.

The SRRT Newsletter (ISSN O749-L67O) ts
prblished quarterly by the Social
Resporsibi.I ities Rolrd Table of the
Anerican Library Association. It is
sent to menbers of SRRT as pdrt of
their nenbership ard is available to
others on subscription for $10.00 per
year. $-rbscription is open to both
rnenbers ard nor-members of ALA.
Correspordence ard manuscripts may be
sent to SRRI/AI-4, 50 E. I-h.ron St. ,
Chicago, IL 60611, or directly to the
editor at: HoI lard Library, Washirgrtori
State University, Rrllnan, V{A 99I&-
5610 (BITNET: SO(oLGWSLnrul)

klitor: Ctu is Sokol
Editorial
Board: Elizabeth Morrissett

Lirda Pierce
John Sheridan
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TASI( FORCE ON MIVIRONMENTAL INFORMATIOI.I

This newly-forned task force will
he meet i rE rn Dal ias at  B:00 a.m. on
Surday, Mord.ay, ard'Iuesday, as well as
Morday afternoon from 4:30-5:30. Look
for }ocations in the the conference pro-
gran. We hope to gel orgianized so that
not only the Alaska oi i  spi l l  of 1989,
hlt other envirorrnental threats can be
pr:blicized drd rnformation exchanged.
Brirq your saruples of publicatiorrs ard
medra ard your ideas to any of the above
meetirEs.
-El izabetl-i Morrissett

SRRT BMTH AT DALI^AS

Persons wrth materials for the SRRT
booth, or who wotrld like to volunteer
time to staff the booth. should contact
Elizabeth MorT issett at Alaska Pacific
University Lib'^ary, 4101 University Dr.,
Anchorage, AK 9950€-4572 (9O7/564-B2W-
-four hor.rs ear iier than Eastern tine).

SRRT MffiTII'IGS AT
A /1 '1
vL.4!.

4:30p -  5:30p

6/24-
9:30a - l-1- :00a
2r00p -  5:30p
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9:00a -  1 l -  :00a
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-  1 l . f l f la

-  5:30p
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6t27
7:30a -  9:00a

9:30a -  12:30p
2:O0p -  4:00p
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