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SOCIAI,  RESPONSIBITITIES AFTER TWENTY YEARS

by Mir iam I

"P1us Ea change, plus c t  est  la rnGrne
chose, "  might wel l  be the best motto
for SRRT. Although progress was made
in the 1970's on the chief  issues that
the Social  Responsibi l i t ies Round Table
championed--extendl-ng l ibrary services
to the previously unserved and democra-
t iz ing ALA--the contemporary counter-
parts of  those same issues have ar isen
again in the late I9B0's,  chal lenging
SRRT act iv ists to lead the f ight  once
more for responsible social  change.

In 1969 the Round Table on Social
Responsibi l i t ies of  L ibrar ies ( the
or ig inal  narne) organized to br ing
l ibrary services to rural  populat ions,
to pr ison inmates and to neglected
inner-c i ty urban residents. l{i th
impetus f rom the Round Table and
support  f ron ALA, l ibrar ies wi th decent
budgets in the ear ly 1970's developecl
rural  programs, sone extended their
services to pr ison populat ions in their
areas, and many urban l ibrar ies
irnproved their  services in the inner-
ci ty neighborhoods, occas ional  Iy
involvingi  the lower income populat ions
themsel-ves in the planning. Now, at
the tai l  end of the Reagan-doninated
J.980's,  wi th th in I  ibrary budgets the
norm, SRRT act iv ists once again f ight
for  extending I ibrary assistance to the
underserved. These are now most often
the imrnigrant populat ions needing
assistance in their  ou,n languages--
Cuban, Mexican or other Hispanic forms,

Crawforr l

Vietnamese, I {hmer or other Asian

langiuages--or gay and lesbian pal-rons,

and sometimes the urban hc>meless need-
ing so much more than tradi t ional
l ibrary service.

SRRT's ear ly ef for ts were directed also

to reorg,aniz ing,  the ALA structure,

reducing the bureaucrat ic red tape and

rnaking the organizat ion more responsive

to members'  needs. The 1972 reorgani-

zation of AtA reduced the size of

Counci I ,  making coutrc i lors nore v is ib le

and accountable. The f ight against
bureaucracy and for greater at tent ion
to indiv idual  professional  needs,
however- ,  has been a cont inuing batt le,
taking new shape i ,n the mid- and late
l9B0's as a conservat ive leadership has
gradual ly regained i ts hold. nLn

Counci l  is  again the preserve, in large
part ,  of  l ibrary adrninistrators and
technol-ogy buffs who contest  every
effort  towards broadening l ibrary ser-
v ice or advancing l ibrar ian interests,
always rais ing the threat of  f inancial
r isk.

A najor emphasis in the f i rst  decade of
SRRT act iv i ty was on rnaking falr  and
reasonable personnel  standards for
l ibrar ies a cornerstone of  AIA pol ic:y,
on the perhaps naive assumption that
ALA standards would be pursued by
l ibrar ies desir ing professional  recog-

I t  now appears that too many
(cont.  on P. 4)
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COORDINATOR'S MEMO
FROM: JOHN HOSTAGE

Another Annual  Conference is upon us'
and though we're having mid--Apr i l  snow
flurr ies here in Boston as I  wr i te
this,  I  have a feel ing the c l jnate wi l l
be a I i t t le di f ferent "way dt>wn yonder
in New Orleans."  As usual '  the SRRT
task forces wi l l  be servinS uP a
diverse buffet of  prograrns and meet-
ings, which we hope SRRT members and
many others wi l l  be a able to at tend.
You are also encouraged to drop in on
Act ion Counci l -  neet ings and see what
your elected representat ives are doing
and part ic ipate in the discussion of
SRRT business. Among the program
highl ights are "Librar iars as Col-
Ieagues across RaciaI Lines:
Strategies for  Act ion,  "  co-sponsored by
the Feminist  Task Force; a debate
between SRRT's Noel  Peatt ie and John
Swan of the InteI lectual Freedom Round
Table on two views of  intel lectual
f reedomi and the annual  Coret ta Scott
King Award Breakfast .  More detai ls on
these and other programs can be found
elsewhere in th is newsl.et ter .

ALA's Planning doctruent:  Goals and
Strategies wi l l  l ikely be the focus of
fur ther discussion at  ALA Counci l .  A
SRRT conrni t tee chaired by Linda Pierce
has prepared detai led conments and
suggest ions for revis ions of  that
document to ref lect social  responsi-
bi l i t ies concerns.

xx***x**

CORETTA SCOTT KING AWARD BREAKFAST

The Coretta Scott  King Award Task Force
wi l l  hold i ts annual  award breakfast  onr
Tuesday, July 12, f rom 7:30 to 9:00
a.m. Tickets are $18 by advance reser ' -
vat ion not later than June 30 (no
refunds af ter  June 30). Send your
check or money order,  payable to
ALAISRRT-CSK Award Breakfast ,  to:  SRRT
Coretta Scott  King Award Breakfast ,
Off ice for  L ibrary Outreach Services,
AIA Headquarters,  50 E. Huron St. ,
Chicago, IL 606LI.  Be sure to include
a stamped, sel f-addressed envelope.
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NEW TASK FORCE ON CENTRAT AMER]CA

A proposal  to establ ish a Task Force on
Central  Aner ican Jnformat ion Resources
Networkingi  (CAIRN),  incorporat ing the
Books for Ni  caragua Project  of  the
Alternat ives in Pr int  Task Force, wi l l
be presented to Act ion Counci l  at
Annual  Conference in New 0r leaus. A
meel- ing to organize the group and
select  a coordi  nator wi  1 I  be held
Monday, JuIy l l ,  I l :30-12:30, at  the
close of  the AIP Task Force meet ing.

A11 Librar ians interested in coor-
dinat ing human services,  infr>rmat. i "on,
and l ibrary and l i teracy projects for
the Central  Arner ican and Caribbean
areas are welcome.

The Task Forc:e on CAIRN wi l l  represent
the f i rst  geographical ly focused act i -
v i ty in SRRT's history.  Do jo in in l

- -Jackie Eubanks

xx*tx***

DON'T FORGET!

to at tend the Swan-Peatt ie debate.

x**x*xx******x*x************x*x****xx**x
* The SRRT Newslet ter  ( ISSN 0249-1620) X
* is publ ished quarter ly by the Social  t
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* Aner ican Library Associat ion.  I t  is  *
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*  others on subscr ipt ion for  $10.00 *
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REVIEW

Sandra Pol lack and Jeanne Vaughn, eds.
POLITICS OF THE HEART: A I ,ESBIAN
PARENTING ANTHOLOGY. f thaca, NY:
Firebrand Books, 1987. 358 p.  $11.95
pa[)er.  ]SBN 0-932379-35-4.

At the book's incept i -on,  Jeanne Vaughn
wrot.e that  she envis ioned an anthology
that would open a di ,a logue between
parents ancl  nonparents,  lesbian and non-
Iesbian women to address the issues of
how we raise our chi ldren and what our
indiv idual  and col lect ive responsibi l i -
t ies to our chi ldren, ourselves,  each
oLher,  and the wor ld are. Rich in
diversi ty,  the voices that consider
these quest ions wi th in the pages of
Pol iL ics of  the Heart  e loquent ly reveal
the t ruth of  the old adage that our di f -
ferences are our most valuable resource.

Before the c iv i l  r ights,  women's and gay
l iberat : ion movements,  lesb- ian mothers
general ly found thenselves isolated from
and condernned by soci .ety.  Since that
t ime, lesbians have begun to f i .ght  for
their  r ight  to bear and raise chiLdren
by chal lengin{ the courts and by demand-
ing custody of  their  chi ldren. Despi te
the movement back toward the patr iarchal
farni ly val-ues advocated by the Reagan
administrat ion,  the issues of  lesbian
parent ing have expanded far beyoncl
custody batt les. Recent ly,  lesbians
have begun to openly create fani l ies
that ar-e radical  Iy di f ferent f  r<>m the
trad' i t ional  nuclear fami ly.

Pol i t ics of  the Heart  is  a col lect ion of
essays, stor ies,  journal  entr ies,  poems
and interviews by and about lesbians
confront ing the issue of  notherhood.
The eight ser: t ions of  the book proceed
from the authors '  confrontat ions wi th
the external  wor ld to their  internal
exper iences and growth as indiv idual

who have chosen to give up their
c l i i ldren, women who have batt led against
al l  odds to keep their  chi ldren, lesbian
grandmothers,  women who have ut i l ized
the fatest  reproduct ive technology to
have chi ldren and women who have decided
not to have chi ldren. Each of  their
accounts reveals tiee enormous range and
depth of  enot ions surrounding their

decis ions.

In addi t ion to personal  narrat ives,
Pol i t ics of  the Heart  of fers nurnerous
thoughtful  and provocat ive essays on the
pol i t ical  ar td social  economy of  mother-
hood. The authors quest ion our basic

assumptions about giv ing bir th to and

rais ing chi ldren. Why do we choose to
parent or not pat 'ent? What are the
. i rnpl icat ions of  the choice to parent and

what does i t  mean in the larger coutext
of  our society? fs lesbian parent ing

di f ferent or is i t  only a var iat ion on

an old therne? Can ef fect ive ways of

deal ing wi th racism and classism be

included in these al ternat ive parent-

ing models?

The role of  the coparent is examined
closely f rom the viewpoint  of  the

biological  and nonbiological  mother.
There are few role models for  the unique

and complex relat ionships in these newly
evolv ing fami l ies,  and the di f f icul t ies
of contending with a society that

constant ly quest ions the status of  the
nonbiological  mother,  in addi t jon to the

biological  mother ' ,  are wel l  docunented.
However,  the creat ive energiy and exci te-
ment that  are der i .ved from seeking to

move beyond the narrow constraints of

the t radi t ional  fani ly of ten seem Lo

transform that struggle and those incl i -
v iduals involved. Other pieces in the

book discuss ways of  v lewing growth and

separat ion in a fami ly,  how fami l ies can
best address di f f icul t  issues with their

chi ldren including society 's and inter-

nal ized homophobia,  and how lesbian fam-

i l ies impact on the lesbian community.

Throughout the anthology, I  was struck

by the raw honestY and rare courage

exhibi ted by the authors.  Beyond the

endless batt les waged with oppressive

societal  norms, these wonen raise rnany

di f f icul t  quest ions regarding the nature

painful ly aware that the t radi t ional

nuclear fami ly does not work for  every-

one. Their  stor ies remind us that we

have the opportuni tY to al ter  our

concept ions of  fami ly and social  organi-

zat ions and thereby create a '  society

that encourages everyone to develop the

kinds of  human bonds that they need'
.  - -Barbara Morgan

women. The contr ibutors include women of notherhood and society. They are
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(cont.  f ron p.  1)
welL-known reputable I ibrar ies igt lore

certain of  the standards adopt 'ed as a

part  of  ALA's Library Personnel  Pol icy,
I tem No. 54 in the ALA Pol icy Manual.
For example,  the ski l ls  of  I ibrarY
special ists are seldom as wel l  rewarded
f inancial ly as those of  administrators
(Pol icy 54.3),  many academic l ibrar jans
perforning teaching and research func-
t ions have not been granted facul ty
status (PoI icv 54.5),  and few indeed
are the part- t ime l ibrar ians who have
achieved pay ant i  f r inge benef i ts pt 'o-

rated on a par wi th their  fu l l - t ime
col leagues (Pol icy 54.9).  We now f ind
that our emphasis nust shi f t  to f inding
ways to enforce such reasonable stan-
clards of  administrat . ion,  ethics and
personnel  pol icy. Pol ic ies and stan-
dards prornulgated by the nat ional
associat ion have signi f i r :ance only when
the great major i  ty of  inst i tut ions
affected fol Iow thr>se standards.  Now
we need to determine what fur ther
pressures are needed and feasible,  to
move I ibrary a&ninistrators into prac--
t ice consistent wi th fa i r  standards.

Intel lectual  f reedom was another major
concern of  social  responsible l ibrary
act iv ists in the 1970's.  progress was
made in strengthening the l ibrary Bi l l
of  Rights and by ostraciz ing l ibrar ies
that fa i led to support  their  staf f
menbers '  intel lectual  f reedom efforts.
SRRT pressure moved ALA and i ts
of fspr ing organizat ior . rs,  the Freedom to
Read Foundat ion and the LeRoy C.
Merr i t t  Humanitar ian Rund into direct ,
act ive opposi t ion to censorship,  but
cooperat ion on intel lectual  f reedon
fel l  apart  when basic di f ferences arose
over the racist-skewed ALA f i lm, "The
Speal<er.  "  The main disa{reenent-- the
core of  the racist  issue in th is
country-- is st i l l  to be resolved,
hinging on whether any group's r ight  to
fair  t reatment and representat ion takes
precedence over the r ight  of  others to
speak out and act in any harmful way
that they choose. A more recent wealr-
ness in ALA's defense of  the r ight  to
know has been shown in the s low
react ion to the Reagan administrat ion,s
concerted at tack or)  publ ic access to
g,overnment infofnat ion.  Racism and
access to informat ion now becone the

SRRT P.*. Iet ter

key quest ions wi th in the issue
i .ntel lectual  f reedom to be addressed
the coming per iod.

The tasks before us,  so s imi lar  to the
earl-  i  er chal lenges, i t re i  n some ways
more cr i t i<:a1 than our ear ly ef for ts
towards progress. Tl ' ie r ight-wing
resurgence of  the I9B0's,  whi  Ie now
being anse/ered in many places, repre-
sents a ser ious threat to long-accepted
American l ibert i r :s.  Those Libert ies
have never been as universal  nor as
guaranteed as the patr iot ic songs
imply, but they have provided a fouttda-
t ion for  stronger implementat ion and
for aggressive social  advance.
Librar ians now wr:rking for change
through the Social  ResponsibiLi tes
Round Table have the opportuni ty to
make both AtA and I  ibrar i -es more
effect ive tools for the Arnerican
people,  and through those tools to
inf luence the forward movernent of the
nat ion i tsel f .

Our imnediate tasks therefore are:
1) To keep ALA democrat ic and respon-
sive to i ts membership by elect ing a
strong cont ingent of social ly respon-
sible l ibrar ians to the ALA Counci l ,  by
monitor ing Counci l  and headquarters
act iv i t ies, and by working for
pr incipled l i .brary and social  values
rather than for f inancial  standar-ds
alone; 2) To cont inue to support  the
extension of  l ibrary services in aI l
forms to the underserved, in th is
per iod speci f ical ly to service gay and
lesbian informat ion needs, to provide

informat ion assistance to the new irnmi-
grants,  which now requires opposing the

"Engl ish only" movements being fostered
on both the East and West Coast,  and to
serve the informat ion-related needs of
the horneless;  3)  To devel-op methods for
the noni tor ing and enforcement of  h igh
personnel  and ethical  standards for

l ibrar ies of  a l i  k inds;  4) To advance
al l  ef for ts to make government infor-
mat ion more accessible to the general

publ ic,  whether by control l ing pr iva-

t izat ion of  publ ic resources, providing

adequate g;overnment fundingi ,  removing
restr ict ions on access, otr  by other
nethods as they may be necessary;  and
5) To lead ALA in the urgent,
cont inuing struggle against  the racism
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which poisons our nat ion and surfaces
per iodical ly in our associat ion.

[Edi tor 's note:  SRRT wi l l  observe the
20th anniversary of its founding in
January, 1989. Action Counci l  rs
planning & fest ive celebrat ion for
Midwinter, I{ashington. It seems appro-
pr iate also to take a ser ious look at
SRRT's accomplishnents and at tasks yet
to be acconplished. Miriam Crawford is
a long-tine SRRT nember. Thanks,
Miriam, for sharing your perspective
with Newsletter readers. I

**x*x*xx

REPORT FROM THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS TASK FORCE

Human r ights cont inues to be a bubbl ing
issue anong l ibrar ians.  The ALA Inter-
nat ional  Relat ions Conmit tee is inves-
t igat ing hurnan r ights v io lat ions in
Malaysia refer-r-ed to them from the ALA
Freedom to Read Foundat ion.  The forma-
t ion of  a humart  r ights subconmit tee of
thr :  IRC was to be discussed at  San
Antonio,  but  was postponed due to the
i l  lness of  the Chair ,  E.J.  . fosey.
Support  for  Hanna Mykhaylenko, Ukrai-
nian teac:her and l ibrar ian who has been
in a Soviet  psychiatr ic hospi ta l  s ince
1980, and other cases prornoted by
Amnesty Internat ional ,  were discussed
but no a<:t ion vras taken. The SRRT/
I I {RTF resolut ion on the "Abr idgement of
Human Rights in South Afr icai l  has had
i ts ef fect  on ALA but the organizat ion
is st i l I  feel ing i ts way.

"Libt 'ar ians as Censors" was the heading
on a Vi l lage Voice (January 26, 19BB)
art ic le wr i t ten by Nat Hentof f  that
focused on whether informat ion is to be
exempted from prohibi t ions to do
business with South Afr ica.  A resolu-
t ion presented and defeated at  San
Frarcisco cal led for  " f ree access to
informat ion, t '  not ing that such laws and
ordinances put " l - ibrar ies in conf l ic t
wi th the ALA resolut ion on the Abr idge-
ment.  which urges l ibrar ies.  . ' to
develop col lect ions on South Afr ica
that ref lect  the fu l l  d iversi ty of
v iewpoints and 

-  
exper ience in that

country.  " '  Hentof f  oversimpl i f ies the
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issue as a First  Anertdmeut batt Ie,
making anyone who opposes the exemption
of books to be a censor whr> would ban
books in their  own l ibrar ies.

Meanwhi le,  I ibrar ians in South Afr ica
at the annual  meet ingi  of  SATLIS (South
Afr ican Inst i tute of  L ibrary and Infor-
mat ion Science) in September 1987 in
Windhoek (of  aI l  unsui table places)
voted to create a standing commit tee on
censorship.  A news release in the
Johanrresburg Star (September 30, I9B7)
says the "commi t  tee wi  I  I  ar : t  as a
watchdog on censorship arrd monitor i ts

ef fect  .  I t  wi l  I  a lso encourage the
l ibrary to appeal  against  restr j -ct ions
on publ i -cat ions to the Directorate of
Publ icat ions."  This is a st .ep in the
r ight  d i rect  ion,  that  wi l  l  need
watching as wel l  as support .

Fina1Iy,  Afr icana I ibrar ians meet ing at
Boston Universi ty in Apr i l -  decided to
mount a round table discussion or)
"South Afr ica and the Free Flow of
Informat ion: Di lernrnas Facing the
Librar ian and Schc; lar ."  I t  wi l l  take
place at  the annual  meet ing of  the
Afr ican Studies Associat ion in Chicago,
October Z7-3I ,  I9BB.

Thus for the fHRTF, i t  is  a t ime of
wai t ing as our major concerns sort
themselves out.  fn New Orleans we
should discuss the act iv i t ies that
l ibrar ians not on the IRC can best
pursue to promote human r ights.  One
possi-bi l i ty  is  an Urgent Act ion Net-
work of  L ibrar ians working with funnesty
Internat ional  as do simi lar  networks of
journal ists,  wr i ters,  and heal th pro-
fessionals.  Let  me hear f rom you.

--Cor inne Nyquist ,  SIJNY/
New Paltz,  (914) 257-2139

*XXt(Xt(X*

RECO}dYENDED

The winter,  1987, issue of  Reference
Services Review ( (  ISSN 0090-7324)
features three art ic les by Edmund F.
SantaVicca on the subject  of  AIDS
inforrnat ion.
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NEW ORTEANS PROGRAJvIS: A SAMPTING

A part icular ly r ich array of  st imu-

lat ing programs sponsored and co-

sponsored by Act ion Counci l ,  SRRT task

forces and OLOS is in store.  Here are

sorne hi  ghl  ights :

**Saturday. July 9,  12:30 -  4;00 p.m.

LIBRARIANS AS COLLEAGUES ACROSS RACIAL

LINES: STRATEGIES FOR ACTION. This is

an act ion-or iented program which wi l l

focus on strategies for  combat ing
racism in the profession. Pr ior  regis-
t rat ion is not required,

Keynote speakers are Ai leen He:rnandez,
former president of  NOW, and El izabeth
Mart inez-Sni th,  d i rector of  the Oran$e
County (CA) Library System. Others on

the program are Clara Stanton-Jones 
'

E.J.  Josey, Susan Hinojosa, and Betty-

Carol  Sel len.  Viv ian Sykes wi l l  lead

discussion.

Sponsors are many, including the
Comrni t tee on the Status of  Women in

Librar ianship,  ALA Black Caucus'  SRRT

Act ion Counci l ,  and SRRT Feminist  Task

Force.

F<;r  fur ther informat ion'  contact  Betty-
Carol  SeI len,  Gideonse Library,  Brook-

lyn Col lege, Avenue H & Bedford Avenue,
Brooklyn,  W I12I0,  teI .  718-780-5618.

**Sunday. July 10. 9:30-11:00 am.
INTRODUCING WOMEN'S GROUPS IN ALA.

Speakers wi l l  explain how to become

involved in women's issues at  ALA.

own, based on the union of  f reedon with
digni ty,  respect,  compassion, etc.

The moderator wi l I  be Kathleen Heim,
Dean of  the Library Schoo1 at  Louis iana
State tJniversi ty and co-coordinator of
local  events.

Part ic ipants have agreed that the loser
wi l I  take the winner and the moderator
to dinner.  A vote among the audience
wi l l  determine the winner.  Need we sav
more? Turn out for this one I

**Monday, JuIy 11, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
EQUITY IN INFORMATION SERVICES: TTIE
NATION'S MINORITIES AND THE TEADER-
SHIP CHALLENGE. Dr.  Asa G. Hi l l iard
I I I ,  Ful ler  E.  CaI laway Professor of
Urban Educat. ion,  Georgia State Univer-
s i ty,  wi l l  ident i fy key issues relat ing
to the development of  minor i ty youth,
and wi l l  d iscuss professional  and
pol i t ical  leadership chal lenges. A
panel  of  concerned ALA repr-esentat ives
wi l l  d iscuss rnajor issues related to
the i rnplenentat ion of  Equi ty at  fssue
and expJ ore the strategies for  the
nat ional  L ibrary agenda.

Other speakers are Janice Beaudin,
Marva Deloach, El izabeth Rodr iguez
Mi11er,  Betty Tsa. i  ,  Ken Yamashita,  and
frene Yeh. Dr.  Ann rK. Randal l  wi l l
serve as moderator.

Cosponsors are American Indian Library
Associat ion,  EMIERT, OLOS Advisory
Comrni t tee,  and several  other groups.

t<*Monday, July l l ,  2:00-4:00 p.m-

DEVELOPING MINORITY TEADERSH]P FOR TIIE
1990'S AND BEYOND. Donna M. Alvarado,
director of  Act ion,  the federal  domes-
t ic volunteer agency, wi I l  explore
condi t ions af fect ing the developnent of
leaders among the urban and rural  poor,
ethnic ninor i ty groups and the
underserved.

A panel  of  l ibrary leaders wi l l  respond
by discussing the recrui tment and
development of  n inor i ty leadership in
the f ie ld of  l ibrar ianship.  Panel ists
wi l l  be E.J.  Josey, El izabeth Mart inez
Smith,  and Tamiye Fuj ibayashi  Trejo.
Monter ia Hightower,  Missour i  State
Library,  wi l l  serve as moderator.

Speakers wi l l  be El len Broidy,  E\ iza-
beth Laney, Gai l  Warner,  SherrY
O'Br ien, and PoIIy Thist lethwaite.

Sponsor:  SRRT Feur in ist  Task Force.

**Sunday, July 10. B:00 -  I0:00 p.m.
TWO VIEWS OF INTETLECTUAT FREEDOM.
This program wi l l  be a debate between
John Swan (Bennington Col lege) and
SRRT's own Noel Peatt ie (Universi ty of
Cal i fornia/Davis) .  NoeI 's presentat ion
is t i t led "Truth,  I ibrar ies,  ar ld revo-
lut ion.  I '  He wi l l  d issect the t radi-
t ional  defenses -of  intel lectual  f ree-
don whi le offer ing a new one of his
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This program is sponsored by the OLOS
Advisory Commit tee and cosponsored by
severaL groups including SRRT Act ion
Oounci l .

**Monday, July 1I ,  2:00 -  5:30 p.m.
TTIE CREATION OF PATRIARCFTY: ITS IMPLT_
CATIONS FOR LIBRARIANSHIP. Dr.  Gerda
Lerner of  the Universi ty of  l { isct-rnsin
wi l l  d iscuss partr iarchy's or ig ins.
Rebecca Bingham wi l l  draw impl icat ions
for female school  l ibrar- ians,  and
Sharon Hoplan for female ac;aclemi c
I ibrar ians. Dr.  Lerner is a feminist
histor ian and the author of  The Crea-
t ion of  Patr iarchv.  She has act ively
pronoted women's history as an academic
t i isc ip l  ine.

Sporrsor:  L ibrary History Round Table.
Cosponsors:  Sever-al  groups, including
SRRT Feminist  Task Force.

t*Monday, July l l ,  2;-5:30 p.rn.  SEXUAI
ORIENTATION: LIBRARY EMPLOYI'IENT PRAC-
TICES. Panel discussion of  personal
experiences with l ibrary employees
about being lesbian or gay.

Sponsor:
Force.

SRRT Gay and Lesbian Task

xx
SOUTIIERN VOICES: ATTERNATIVE LITERARY
AND POLITICAI, PUBLISHING IN TIIE SOUTH.
Four speakers are scheduled to discuss
the aLternat ive and smal l  press scene
in the southern U.S. and i ts inpact on
American cul t r t re.  Speakers include
Andrei  Codrescu, poet and commentator
on Nat ional  Publ ic Radio;  John Guidry,
curator of  TuIane's Pol i t ical  Eptremer-a
Col lect ion;  Torn Dent,  one of  the
founr lers of  the Free Southern Theater,
a black theater formed in the 1960s (he
is now a poet) ;  anr i  Barry Jean Ancelet ,
a Cajun author and professor of  French
and Francophone Studies at  the
Universi ty of  Southwestern Louis iana.

Sponsor:  Al ternat ives in Pr int  Task
Force.

NEWS FROM THE PEACE INFORMATION
EXCHANGE TASK FORCE

The task force wi l l  have a table in the
exhibi ts area at  Annual  Conferelrce.  Be
sure to stop by for  a smal l  g i f t .  I f
anyone can spend some t ime at the
table, please let  me know. You can
contact me at my off ice at Harvard
Universi ty by phone at  (617) 495-1408.
I f  you won' t  know unt i l  later,  I ' l I  be
staying at  the Sheraton New Orleans,

The search for a corporate sponsor for
our awarcl is on-. If anyone has any
addi t ional  suggest ions as to possible
sponsors,  1et  me know. We hope to have
an encouraging word at  New Orleans.

--Stephen St i l lwel l

**x*x***

SCHEDULE OF SRRT BUSINESS I"IEETINGS

Friday, July B, 19BB
4:30-5:30 pm Gay and Lesbian TF

Saturday. July 9.  l9BB
B:00-9:00 am fnt ' I .  Human Rights TF
9:30-11;00 am Ac-t ion Counci l
4:30-5:30 pm Gay and Lesbian TF

Sunday. July 10. l9BB
8:00-9:00 arn Al ternat ives in Pr int  TF
9:00-]1:00 am TF on the Homeless
II :  30 an-I?: 30 prn Ferninist  TF
11 : 30 atn-I2: 30 pm f nt ' 1 . HRTF
11:30 am-12:30 pm Library Union TF
2:O0-4:00 pn Act ion Counci l
4:30-5:30 pm Gay and Lesbian TF
4:30-5:30 pn Peace Info Exchange TF

Mondav. July I l .  I9BB
8:00-1] :00 am Feninist  TF
9:30 am-12:30 prn AIPTF
11:30 am-12:30 pm Library Union TF
4:30-5:30 pn Act ion Counci l
4:30-5:30 prn Peace Info Exchange TF

Tuesday. July 12. I9BB
B:30-11:00 am TF on the Homel-ess
9: 00- l l ;00 a-ur Feminist  TF
9:30-11:00 am CSK Award TF
2:OO-4:00 prn Gay and Lesbian TF

Consul t  the of f ic ia l  conference progran
for locat ions and schedule changes.

SRRT Newsletter
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voLUNrEERsfiwnnnD FoR sRRT BoorH

I f  you forgot to send in the form
pri  nted in the March i ,ssue of the
news Iet  ter ,
tuni ty.
booth in the exhibi ts hal l  at  Anrtual
Conference, New Orleans. We need a few
people to hang out for  an hour or two

at a t ime, to chat wi th Potent ia l
SRRT T ers ,  nonSRRT' ers ,  etc. No, we City:
won't  have any colorful  shopping, bag,s,

but we wi l l  have lots of  examPles of

al ternat ive I  i terature, including

Return to Nancy Gruber ' ,  890 West End
Ave. ,  AI , t ,  .  6D, New York,  NY 10025.

f  would l ike to help staf f  the SRRT
booth in New Orleans.

Name:

Address:

herets another oppor-

As usual ,  SRRT wi l l  have a

sep

copi-es of  th is publ icat ion.
State:

Day(s)

ZIP:

and t ime(s) avai lable:

AM ERICAN LI BRARY ASSOC]ATION
50 EAST HURON STREET
GHICAGO. ILLINOIS 6061 1
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