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WHEREAS, information is essential for all persons at all age lev
els and all economic and social levels, and
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RESOLVED, that the ALA approve the 
following statement of policy:

It shall be the policy of the 
American Library Association to assert 
that the charging of fees and levies 
for information services, including 
those services utilizing the latest 
information technology, is discrimin
atory in publicly supported institu
tions providing library and informa
tion services.

It shall be the policy of the 
American Library Association to seek 
to make it possible for library and 
information service agencies which 
receive their major support from public 
funds to provide service to all people 
without additional fees and to utilize 
the latest technological developments
to insure the best possible £iccess t<
information ; and that

The Assoc iation will, through an
active program of informatiori, educa-
tion, and the formulation of future
policy and programming, ac.ti\rely pro
mote its posi 
information.

tion on equal acmess to

ALSO Passed....

0ALA membership did approve a few 
noteworthy resolutions at the Wednesday, 
June 22 meeting. Besides the free 
access resolution, a resolution on 
ethnic groups and the White House Con
ference was carried. This directs our 
Executive Director to transmit to the 
state library agencies our concerns 
for consideration of ethnic groups.

0Also passed was a resolution com
mending BOOKLIST for its efforts on 
behalf of feminist press materials.

0One of the major resolutions slid 
through with little debate while many 
parties were still licking their wounds 
from the Speaker episode-. This being 
the resolution on the Equal Rights 
Amendment and conference sites.

With its passage, ALA is now com
mitted to granting future conferences 
only to states that have ratified the 
ERA. ALA is committed to future con
ference sites through 1982, so it will 
have little immediate affect.

NOTE OF WARNING: Illinois has not 
yet passed the ERA and you can bet 
your OCLC terminal that a move will 
be afoot to reverse this resolution 
to enable future Chicago conferences.

f A  strong gay rights resolution 
was passed on June 22 by Council. 
Prepared by the Gay TF and sponsored 
by Councilor Dorothy Broderick, the 
resolution expands a gay rights policy 
adopted by ALA in 1971 and declares 
that "Council reaffirms its support 
for equal employment opportunity for 
gay librarians and library workers" 
and also that "to combat the current 
campaign against full human rights for 
gay American citizens, Council recom
mends that libraries reaffirm their 
obligation under the Library Bill of 
Rights to disseminate information 
representing all points of view on 
this controversial topic."

FREE ACCESS RESOLUTION 
BECOMES ALA POLICY

by Jim Dwyer

On Wednesday, June 22, ALA affirmed 
its support of the principle of free 
access to info for all. Both Member
ship and Council overwhelmingly en
dorsed Membership Document #7 after 
defeat of a similar motion by Council 
at Midwinter.

Free access was clearly one of 
the major issues considered at the 
Detroit conference; ALTA, MARS, ahd 
SRRT all held programs on the subject 
while both outgoing ALA President 
Clara Jones in her presidential pro
gram and incoming President Eric Moon 
in his inaugural, "Data bank is two 
four-letter works," spoke out strongly 
in favor of free access. Norman Is
aacs, a distinguished journalist and 
editor, was Ms. Jones' guest speaker 
and he reminded the audience that,
"You are toiling in the public inter
est and the flow of information must 
remain free."

The SRRT program featured four 
highly varied and stimulating speakers. 
Fay Blake of UC Pomona led off with 
a suggestion that we fight harder for 
realistic budgets and a shift in gov
ernment priorities. She urged librar
ians to engage themselves in economic 
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Now be it resolved that 1) Council direct the 
OIF and IFC to solicit and accept questions and 
statements from the Black Caucus which are indigenous 
to the concerns and sensitivities of all Black 
members of ALA and membership as a whole for in
corporation into the study guide; and 2) Devise 
an introductory statement insert for the film 
which will clarify the purpose of the film in terms 
of its utilization for discussion and teaching 
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