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IV.9 Recommendation of the ARC and determination of the Executive Board  

The ARC makes one of t wo recommendations: 1) to uphol d the COA decision, or 2) to remand 
the decision back to the COA with comment. The ARC’s report must set fort h all of the reasons 
and evidence relied upon in reaching its recommendation. 

The ARC report w ith its recommendation must be sent to the ALA Executive Board within 14 
calendar days after the end of the ARC’s meet i ng.  

The ALA Executive Board revi ews the ARC repo rt and makes one of two determ i nations: 1) to 
uphol d the COA’s decision, or 2) to remand the decision back to the COA with comment. The 
Executive Board memb er s are not to determ i ne wh et her the y woul d have reached the same 
conclusions as the COA and/or the ARC, but rather to determ i ne whet her t he COA committed 
clear erro r b y failin g to foll ow established publ i s hed procedures, resul t i ng i n an unfair decision 
or by reaching an arbitrary or capricious conclusion. 

The Executive Board sen ds a report of its dete rm i nation and a copy of th e ARC report to the 
inst i t ut i on, the COA  via the Office for Accreditation , the ARC members, and the ALA President 
within 14 calendar days of the Board’s receipt of the ARC report.  

If the Executive Board uphol ds the COA decision to withdraw or den y Initial accreditation, then 
the COA’s decision is considered final and th e date of accreditation withdrawal is the date the 
inst i t ut i on receives the ALA Executive Board dete rm i nation and report alon g with the ARC 
report.  

If the decision is remanded back to the COA, then that committee will revi ew and act on the 
report s at its  nex t regularl y scheduled meet i n g. There will not be anothe r o n- site revi ew o f the 
program. The COA’s re -revi ew and decision will be based on the Self -Stud y , the ERP Report , 
the school respons e to th e ERP Report , the Decision Document, the appeal document, the COA 
respons e to appeal, the ARC recommendation and report, and the Executive Board dete rm i nation 
and report. The decision of the COA at this meet i ng is final and may not be appealed.  
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