
2021-2022 ALA CD#53 
    2022 ALA Virtual January Council Meeting  

 
Resolution Calling on the US Executive Branch  to Drop A ll  

Charges Against Julian Assang e 
 
Whereas the library profession historically has upheld the First Amendment and the 
values of press freedom, the freedom to read and the freedom to publish; 
 
Whereas "[t]he American Library Association opposes any use of governmental 
prerogative that leads to intimidation of individuals that prevents them from exercising 
their rights to hold opinions without interference, and to seek, receive, and impart 
information and ideas" (ALA Universal Right to Free Expression: An Interpretation of 
the Library Bill of Rights )1; 
 
Whereas 
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RESOLVED, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members, 
calls on the US executive branch to cease all efforts to extradite and prosecute Julian 
Assange. 
 
Moved by Tara Brady, SRRT Councilor (Tara.Brady@gmail.com 
Seconded by Wendy Stephens, GNCRT Councilor, wendysstephens@hotmail.com 
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Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights". 
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/universalright 
2 American Civil Liberties Union. "ACLU Comment on Julian Assange Extradition 
Ruling". https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/aclu-comment-julian-assange-extradition-
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3 Amnesty International. "US/UK: 'Travesty of justice' as extradition appeal fails to 
recognise that it would be unsafe for Julian Assange to be sent to the US". 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/12/us-uk-travesty-of-justice-as-
extradition-appeal-fails-to-recognise-that-it-would-be-unsafe-for-julian-assange-to-be-
sent-to-the-us/ 
4 PEN International. "United Kingdom / USA: PEN Centres Condemn Decision to Allow 
the Extradition of Julian Assange". https://pen-international.org/news/uk-usa-pen-
centres-condemn-decision-to-allow-the-extradition-of-julian-assange 
5 RSF/Reporters Without Borders. "RSF condemns the UK High Court’s decision 
allowing for Julian Assange’s extradition to the US, and calls for his immediate 
release". https://rsf.org/en/news/rsf-condemns-uk-high-courts-decision-allowing-julian-
assanges-extradition-us-and-calls-his-immediate 
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