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For its inaugural year, the Committee was charged with six priorities, two from resolutions 

passed by ALA Council and four others set by President Patty Wong: 

 

1. Implement the 2021 Council Resolution to Achieve Carbon Neutrality for ALA Conferences 

by 2025: In progress. To date the Committee has met twice with Conference Services staff; 
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greenhouse gas emissions. To decarbonize 
libraries and our communities we must focus on:

  Energy efficient facilities
  Switching to renewable energy sources
  Electric vehicles
  Ethical Carbon Offsets

Climate Adaptation / Climate Justice 
We must strengthen community resilience and 
the livability of our neighborhoods. Community 
resilience is the sustained capacity for 
communities to withstand, adapt to, and recover 
from adversity and disruption. The concept 
is associated with increasing social support 
networks and social cohesion and minimizing 

risks, miscommunication, and trauma6. Key to this 
concept is the ability of community members to 
work together to achieve positive outcomes – not 
just for themselves, but for individuals, families, 
and the community as a whole despite the 
challenges they may face as a community from 
a variety of causes. 

Climate adaptation/justice work is equity, 
diversity, and inclusion work. NAACP describes 
four areas of focus for climate justice work7:

  Advance Food Justice 
  Advocate for Transportation Equity
  Uphold Civil and Human Rights  

 in Emergency Management 
  Facilitate Participatory Democracy.

6 Sonny S. Patel, M. Brooke Rogers, Richard Amlôt, and G. James Rubin,  
“What Do We Mean by ‘Community Resilience’? A Systematic Literature  
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know-issues/environmental-climate-justice
8 www.epa.gov/water-research/net-zero-resources

Many in our profession are already answering 
the call to leadership on the topic of 
sustainability and serve as a model for us all.

Public Libraries
From Staten Island (NY) to Chrisney (IN) to San 
Diego (CA) we find libraries that went the extra mile 
to decarbonize their facilities, building net-zero 
energy branches. A Net Zero Energy (NZ) strategy 
means producing, from renewable resources, as 
much energy on site as is used over the course of 
the year8. 

Libraries across the country are hosting repair 
events to empower folks to fix items rather than 
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