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CENSORSHIP AND RECENT CHALLENGES
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3. Can pubilic libraries require staff or patrons to wear masks if they wish to enter the
building’?
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5. Can pubilic libraries be required to use sign-in logs for access to the library that collect
personally identifiable information of patrons for release to other agencies for contact
tracing?
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These guidelines were authored by Theresa Chmara and approved by the Intellectual Freedom
Committee on June 8, 2020.

Theresa Chmara is an attorney in Washington, DC. She also is the General Counsel of the
Freedom to Read Foundation. She is the author of Privacy and Confidentiality Issues: A Guide
for Libraries and their Lawyers (ALA 2009). She has been a First Amendment lawyer for over
twenty-five years and is a frequent speaker on intellectual freedom issues in libraries. She is a
contributing author for the Intellectual Freedom Manual published by the Office of Intellectual
Freedom of the American Library Association
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