
	  	  
	  

SEEING	  MYSELF	  IN	  THE	  MIRROR:	  	  
AN	  LGBTQ	  LITERATURE	  ANNOTATED	  BIBLIOGRAPHY	  

WITH	  DIVERSE	  CHARACTERS	  
	  

!"#$%&'()*+),&+-".)/'&(#0.12%&345)
	  
Beam,	  Cris.	  !"#$"%.	  	  New	  York,	  NY:	  Little,	  Brown	  &	  Co.,	  2011.	  	  
	  
J	  always	  thought	  that	  he	  was	  born	  in	  the	  wrong	  body,	  and	  that	  one-‐day	  he	  would	  
wake	  up	  and	  no	  longer	  look	  like	  a	  girl.	  	  When	  he	  realizes	  this	  isn’t	  going	  to	  happen,	  
he	  begins	  to	  hide	  himself	  under	  layers	  and	  layers	  of	  clothing.	  	  Eventually,	  it	  becomes	  
too	  much.	  	  The	  oppressive	  clothing,	  his	  Mom	  still	  calling	  him	  #6%70,	  and	  falling	  out	  
with	  his	  best	  friend	  Melissa:	  J	  decides	  this	  not	  how	  he	  wants	  to	  live	  his	  life.	  	  So,	  with	  
the	  idea	  of	  transitioning	  on	  his	  mind,	  and	  the	  fear	  that	  those	  who	  love	  him	  won’t	  
accept	  him	  for	  who	  he	  is,	  J	  leaves	  home	  to	  seek	  out	  a	  new	  place	  where	  he	  can	  be	  him.	  	  
An	  optimistic	  read	  for	  anyone	  not	  sure	  who	  they	  are	  or	  where	  their	  place	  is	  in	  the	  
world.	  Recommended	  for	  grades	  11+.	  
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Peter	  Huang,	  the	  only	  son	  is	  his	  Chinese	  family,	  wants	  nothing	  more	  than	  to	  be	  a	  girl.	  	  	  
The	  first	  generation	  son	  of	  immigrant	  parents	  trying	  desperately	  to	  assimilate	  
themselves	  in	  western	  culture,	  Peter	  feels	  disgusted	  and	  confused	  with	  his	  body.	  	  
Forced	  by	  his	  father	  to	  epitomize	  masculinity,	  Peter	  eventually	  goes	  off	  on	  his	  own,	  
escaping	  to	  Montreal	  where	  he	  begins	  to	  discover	  who	  he	  truly	  is.	  	  A	  poignant	  work	  
for	  those	  who	  want	  to	  break	  free	  from	  the	  lives	  others	  have	  planned	  for	  them.	  	  
Recommended	  for	  grades	  11+.	  	  
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Sahar	  and	  Nasrin	  have	  been	  in	  love	  since	  they	  were	  little	  girls.	  	  For	  years	  they	  have	  
had	  to	  keep	  their	  relationship	  a	  secret	  for	  the	  safety	  of	  themselves	  and	  their	  loved	  
ones.	  	  But	  now,	  at	  the	  age	  of	  17,	  everything	  is	  falling	  apart.	  	  Nasrin	  is	  to	  be	  married	  
off	  in	  an	  arranged—to	  a	  man.	  	  	  Faced	  with	  the	  reality	  that	  gender	  reassignment	  
surgery	  is	  common	  and	  accepted	  in	  Iran,	  Sahar	  must	  decide	  if	  it	  is	  worth	  changing	  
who	  she	  is	  in	  order	  to	  be	  with	  the	  one	  she	  loves.	  	  A	  gripping	  and	  heartbreaking	  
story,	  this	  book	  is	  the	  perfect	  read	  for	  teens	  who	  would	  risk	  it	  all	  for	  love.	  	  
Recommended	  for	  grades	  9+	  
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14	  year-‐old	  Rafe	  Fannen	  has	  received	  a	  scholarship	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Woods,	  the	  all	  male	  
Catholic	  college	  preparatory	  school,	  but	  things	  are	  not	  as	  wonderful	  as	  they	  seem.	  	  
Rafe’s	  mom	  is	  fighting	  a	  losing	  battle	  with	  mental	  illness,	  his	  ex-‐con	  father	  is	  trying	  



to	  re-‐establish	  himself,	  and	  Rafe	  is	  coming	  to	  terms	  with	  his	  own	  sexuality.	  	  After	  
Rafe	  is	  accused	  of	  vandalizing	  the	  school	  and	  accused	  of	  being	  gay,	  he	  decides	  to	  






